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l President's Report l

Mother Nature continues to support all golfers with 
one of the best summers on record, lots of sunny, 

warm weather. We are now about two thirds of the way 
through the golf season in Nova Scotia and, provided the 
weather continues to co-operate, we all should enjoy what 
many would say is one of the very best seasons we!ve had  
to play this great game.

On the business side, thanks to the e#orts of our 
General Manager Brad Corkum and his sta#, our club 
continues to improve $nancially in all areas of operations. 
Dean continues to keep the course in great condition, 
Robert is proving outstanding service and food, and the 
Pro Shop is being very well supported due to excellent 
prices and Jean!s friendly sta#. 

Take a minute to talk with our front line sta# and I 
believe you will see just how committed they all are in 
trying to do their part in making both our members! and 
guests! golf experience at Avon Valley an enjoyable one. 
And in case you think it!s not noticed – a few days ago 
I stopped to chat with an out-of-province couple as they 
were putting their equipment into their car. %e lady very 
quickly said this by far was the best golf experience they 
have ever had – the course was great, but most of all the 
sta# and members were the most friendly they have ever 
meet. I thanked them and said I!d pass it along. Great 
work to all of our sta# who met these people that day – 
and who meet anyone, any day&

All committee Chairs continue to provide the 
leadership required to make their area of responsibility 
successful and I encourage all of you to take a minute 

to read their reports. %anks also to the members who 
step forward to oversee our Men!s Night, Ladies Night 
and %ursday Seniors events, as well as serving on other 
committees and otherwise helping out. Your support is 
very much appreciated.

On a down note. I, along with my fellow board 
members, continue to be very disappointed with the turn 
out for our semi-annual meetings. %is year the Board 
outnumbered the members about three to one. Based on 
this level of interest, one has to wonder whether it!s really 
required.

I have been asked by several members over the last 
couple of weeks if the rumour is true that there is going to 
be an automatic Food/ Bar charge put in place. I can tell 
you categorically that there has been no discussion on this 
and the current board has no plans to do this.

Our web site is being updated on a regular basis and 
I would encourage everyone to log on – there is always 
lots of information available concerning Club activities 
and events.

As always – remember... golf is meant to be fun. Enjoy 
your friends and our great course over the coming months.

Kirk Stephen, President 
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l 2010 Board of Directors and Portfolios l
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Kirk Stephen ...........................................................President

Bob Purcell ..............................................................Vice President

Lorraine Purcell.......................................................Secretary

John Horne..............................................................Treasurer

Mike Hartlen ..........................................................Past President

Paul Reynolds ..........................................................Publicity

Ross MacLean .........................................................Food ’ Beverage

Scott Lessel .............................................................Grounds ’ Greens

Glen Earley .............................................................Junior Development

Trent MacKeen .......................................................Entertainment

Peter Francis ............................................................Planning ’ Development

Wayne Northup .......................................................Match ’ Handicap
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It continues to be a great year for golf. !e weather is a 
nice change from the last couple of seasons. Dean and his 
guys have done a remarkable job of keeping the course 
in near perfect condition. Having played several other 
courses in the area, there is no comparison to Avon Valley 
for overall grooming. Just this week I had a guest come in 
my o"ce to ask if we are hosting a large event. I told him 
no.... He was amazed that this course was in this condition 
for normal play. He told me this was his $rst time to 
Avon Valley and he would play the remainder of his 
rounds here this year as, in his opinion, the competition 
did not compare. !is is not an isolated situation. We are 
told daily that we are the best conditioned course that 
guests have played this year. !e $nancial success we are 
having this season can be credited in large part to the 
professionalism of Dean and his crew.

!e Food and Beverage department is also having 
a good season this year. Robert has done a remarkable 
job of turning our kitchen around. Robert is poised to 
give the club its $rst pro$t in food services since the new 
club house opened. We have had no turnover of sta% in 
this department this year and we have a real team where 

everyone is working as one. In nine years in this business 
this is the best food and beverage crew that I have had the 
pleasure to work with.

We are getting a lot of positive response to our 
sales, noting that whenever we can purchase product at 
reduced cost, we pass that savings on to our members. 
We would like to thank the many members who have, 
in person or by email, expressed their approval of our 
reminder emails. Jean and her sta% would like to thank 
the members for their support. I personally would like 
to thank Jean for her outstanding e%ort this year which 
has resulted in a real increase in customer service. !ank 
you, Jean.

With such a dedicated team it is an easy job being 
your Club manager. I would like to thank the Board 
of Directors for all their support and hard work. I 
would like to thank the members for their support and 
encouragement. My door is always open. We welcome 
your input.

Brad Corkum, General Manager

Not too much to report this time of the season re. signs 
and ads – except someone having a bad day hooked (or 
lefty-sliced) a tee shot hard into the tee-box advertiser's 
sign on 16, leading it to an early demise. It was almost 
brand new, having already been replaced earlier this 
season. Well, such stu% as this happens on a golf course – 
hope whoever it was at least got a good bounce.

Website tra"c continues to climb – about 60,000 
page loads from almost 29,000 &new and 
returning& visitors (as explained in an earlier 
issue this year). !is since only January 
12, 2010 – now averaging about 128 such 
visitors a day. We try to keep the site regularly 
refreshed, which is easier to do this time of 
year as opposed to the dead of winter.

Ideas, contributions, etc. always appreciated – for 
the newsletter and for the website. Lastly, not to forget 
– please support our sign, bench, newsletter and other 
sponsors. !ey support us. And please try not to hit the 
signs’

P. Reynolds, Director, Publicity

l General Manager's Report l

l Publicity Report l
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l Planning and Development Report l

At this point your Committee is working on a member 
survey to see what projects you would like us to explore. 

As the Chair of this committee I have looked at 
three other clubs which have done extensive course 
reviews, and now have a better understanding of the 
costs associated with such a review.

I believe that our membership should show interest 
in our club so that we have fresh ideas moving forward. 

At this point, I am disappointed that only one other 
member has come forward to sit on our committee 
( Judy Enright). We encourage and welcome your 
participation.

We now expect to have a survey available for 
members online and on our website. Please keep an eye 
out for this. Please $ll it in – it!s a good way to become  
involved in your Club!s future.

On behalf of your Planning and 
Development Committee, I hope you are 
enjoying your gol$ng season.

Peter Francis, Chairman

l Food and Beverage Report l

%e golf season is moving right along and so is our 
business model for food and beverage. Our revenue 
is up over last year and our bottom line performance 
has signi$cantly improved. Pro$tability is better as 
a result of better buying practices, lower inventories 
and, I believe, no employee turnover. 
Congratulations to Brad, Robert and all 
sta# for a job well done.  

I feel con$dent we are going to have 
a very good year. If we continue catching 
such a decent break with the weather, our 
bookings look good for September and, if 
this comes to fruition, we will have the best 
year in a long time from this department. 
%is could be the $rst time in years that 
Food and Beverage actually turns a pro$t.

We thank those who have used our services so far 
and look forward to your support for the balance of the 
year.

Ross MacLean
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We had our *nd Fun Night of the year on August +th.  
We had another night of great weather which helped 
push the attendance to over 01 people. %e theme of the 
night was a shoot-out, and the big winners of the night 
were Dennis and Michelle Herx, who outlasted all 
other teams ± congrats& %anks to everyone for coming 
out, and especially to those who brought guests&

%e next Fun Night will be held in late September, 
so please keep an eye out for more details soon. We are 
planning to have a 2social hour2 before setting out on 

the course, so come out for a meal and a drink before 
the next event. Remember ± Avon Valley members are 
encouraged to bring guests as this is a great opportunity 
for non-members to see our course at a very reasonable 
cost, and in a fun atmosphere. 

See you in September&

Trent MacKeen
Director, Entertainment

l  Entertainment Report l


