
 
 

President’s Report 
 

We all have heard the saying "all good things must come to 
an end" and this is exactly what happened on Nov. 11 2011, 
when mother nature dumped another near record breaking 
rain on Avon Valley.  In our view, given the time of year 
with shorter daylight hours and limited drying conditions, 
the grounds were too wet to recover for further play. All in 
all, over the 2011 playing season the weather certainly 
made it interesting, and yet having said that, I believe most 
of our members and guests were still probably able to get 
most of their rounds played. 
 
Financially we ended the year in a very positive position, 
and I believe that this is due in part from having a great 
team in place who not only worked well together but who 
also understood what it takes to make Avon Valley a course 
that our members and guests enjoyed playing. 
 
For over thirty years now, Toyota has had a corporate 
value- "kaizen"- observed by all employees from the CEO 
to the assembly line: it means, "continue to improve" and as 

we know, it’s taken Toyota to the number one spot in the 
automotive industry.  If we at Avon Valley continues to 
improve as we have,  we could very well have similar 
success in terms of golf courses in Nova Scotia. This year, 
our Capital programs have been completed as well as many 
other smaller projects all aimed at making Avon Valley a 
better place to play.  Our new power carts, reel sharpening 
equipment, cart paths and other equipment for our 
maintenance department (many of which you’ll see in this 
issue) all help us to improve- while, also like Toyota, we 
strive to hold the line on prices- in our case for dues, 
services, green fees, power cart rentals, Pro Shop and 
dining room goods and services, all of which seem to be 
appreciated by all our members and guests. 
 
So in closing I want to thank everyone who enjoyed Avon 
Valley over the 2011playing season, as the success we have 
is mainly due to your continuing support. I wish all of you a 
happy, safe and healthy Holiday and look forward to seeing 
you all (I hope) early in the spring of 2012. 

 

Kirk Stephen, President 
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General Manager’s Report 
 

It’s been only two weeks since my last report, and the most 
significant things to report on since then are that we had 
another heavy rainfall (on Remembrance Day), meaning we 
had to close for the season earlier than planned. However, 
despite the very wet grounds Dean was able to get the final 
spraying completed, and soon will start laying the winter 
tarps to keep the grounds in as good as shape possible to 
meet whatever the winter brings. 
 
So we’re closed to play, but the office is open during 
normal business hours Monday through Friday and I’ll also 
be here most weekdays during the off-season The Pro Shop 
continues to receive new inventory and we have lots of 
stock available for sale, with a lot of good discounts. You 

can call me at 902-798-4405 to make sure I’m here to meet 
you if you’d like to come in and look around- we’ll 
announce regular hours nearer to Christmas.  
 
And remember- in addition to clothing and equipment, the 
"inventory" includes such things as memberships for 2012 
which would make great Christmas gifts for your spouse 
and/ or youngsters, and our popular 5- and 10-packs of 
discount green fees, valid anytime, would make a great gift 
for those who tee it up only occasionally. 
 
If I don’t see you, have a great off-season and holiday 
season, and we’ll be here to meet you again in the Spring of 
2012 

 

Brad Corkum, General Manager 
 

 

2011-12 Board of Directors and Portfolios 
 

Kirk Stephen ������ ���� �..�� President 
BobPurcell ���.������ �� �Vice President 
Ross MacLean �.����� ��� .�.�..Treasurer 
Gavin Hemphill �.���.��.� �..��� Secretary 
Mike Hartlen������� ��� �..Past President 
Wayne Northup���� �� �Match & Entertainment 
Paul Reynolds����..��������� Publicity 
Peter Francis �..� Long-term Planning & Development 
Glen Earley���������....Junior Development 
Trent MacKeen������.�..� Grounds & Greens 
Rob Sweet���������..����Membership 
Jim Howard�� ��..���������.Handicap 
 

 

 

Contact Board members over the off-season by leaving a message at 902-798-4654 or e-mail avgcc@win.eastlink.ca 

 
 

Volunteers Needed/ Ideas Welcome 
 

All members are invited to take an interest in the functioning of the Club. You can volunteer to become a member of any 
Committee convened by the Board of Directors, or volunteer to assist in various other ways as may be needed from time 
to time (tournaments/ other events/ projects). And if you see something that could or should be done to improve the Club 
or the way things are done, please let us know! 
 
If you are interested, want more information or have any suggestions to offer, please contact Kirk Stephen at (new 
number) 902-576-5327  or kirkstephen@eastlink.ca, any other Board member as indicated above, or Brad Corkum, our 
General Manager at 902-798-4405 or genmgr@eastlink.ca. 
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Editorial/ Publicity 

 

A funny thing happened on the way to this third post-
season on-line only edition of the Avon Go Round: when I 
started writing this piece, I finally noticed that this is the 
second issue dated November, 2011.  Apparently there was 
some dyslexia in the air this time last year, my draft was 
named AGR1011.doc and somehow last year’s issue was 
identified November 2011 on the masthead and almost all 
dates shown in the issue itself- which you can still check 
out on the website.  Point is, apparently I need a new 
preefrooder, Slakesbeer’s just not up to the job anymore.  
 
On to business.  For the third year running, this issue has 
some late-season news, reports and wrap-ups, and provides 
a pictorial review of most of the improvements to the Club 
over the year: some of the pics have appeared in past issues 
over this season,  many are new.  We’ll also include an 
application form you can print and send in (valid for both 
new and renewing members). And once again, by way of  

thanks to our sponsors of tee-box signs and newsletter ads, 
we’re once again including their website banner ads gratis 
at various places throughout the issue. 
 
The website is still up and running during the off-season 
and while changes to the postings will not be as frequent as 
during the active season, it’ll probably worth a visit once in 
a while if only to have a look at the weathercam. Speaking 
of which, you probably noticed over the year that we had 
some glitches with the webcam, one of which still persists 
at time of writing.  Kyle Kane, our website guy, fixed the 
season-long recurrence of service interruptions in early 
October and we should have  the current problem (the 
camera’s being  "frozen in the dark" for much of the day, 
resulting from some recent power outages) repaired shortly. 
 
And last, thanks for your support over the year, enjoy your  
off-season and holidays, and we’ll see you in the Spring. 

 

P. Reynolds, Publicity 
 

 
 

2011 Aces 
 

Like the market, the number of aces at Avon Valley fell, in our case  by 25% -  from the 10 recorded during 2010 in the 
book in the dining area, to the 8 that were sent by Jean for inscription in the NSGA’s Hole in One Club: you can click 
http://www.nsga.ns.ca/index.php/hole_in_one_club, if you want to see the names of all of Nova Scotia’s charmed ones   
for the 2011 season.  
 

You can’t get a single answer on what are the odds for getting an ace- it ranges from anywhere from 1:5,000 to 1:33,000 
from some touts, but others have it as high as 1: 150,000, presumably varying with the length of the hole, the skill of the 
player, wind and other conditions of play and of course dumb luck.  For Avon Valley, the table below indicates that this 
year (like last year),  half of the aces were obtained on our first and shortest par 3, reached when players are fresher- while 
none were had on our second longest and last, reached when players might be dragging a bit. Anyway, congrats to all!   
 
 

Name 
 

Date 
 

Hole 
 

Length 
 

Club 
 

Witnesses 

 
 

Brian Devine 
 

23/04/2011 
 

11 
 

150 yards 
 

6 Iron 
 

Matt Alguire-Cooke 
Lawrence Anthony 18/05/2011 5 127 yards 9 Iron John Lawrence, Wayne Turner, Peter MacDonald 
Don Maling 24/05/2011 11 150 yards 5 Wood Gil Maling, Jill Maclean 
Robert MacPherson 06/06/2011 5 182 yards PW Norman Hood, Mark Tracy, Stephen Allen 
Evan Caldwell 14/06/2011 8 205 yards Hybrid Bill White, Brian Devine 
Gordon Anthony 13/07/2011 5 91 yards 9 Iron Rod Hunter, Roy Anthony 
J. Gordon Macdonald 04/08/2011 8 205 yards Driver David Pollard, David Scott 
Paul Shaw 13/08/2011 5 182 yards 7 Iron Jim Davis, Roger Freeman, Brian Slauenwhite 
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What??? from Where??? 
 
 

As this is the last issue of the newsletter 
for the 2011 season, we will not be 
running the "What??? from Where???" 
contest this month. 
 

To wrap up, we're  pleased to announce 
Doug Olsen as the October winner for 
identifying the pic as having been taken 
from behind #1 green looking back down 
the LH side of the fairway.  This was 
picked from the three materially correct 
entries among the four that were 
submitted.  

 

 
 

Thanks to all who played this year and to Matt Alguire-Cooke for the great full-size shot from which the crop was taken:  
In a week or so I'll post the original on the website Photo Gallery together with all other "What??? from Where???" pics 
that appeared this year. 
 

. 

 
 
 

 


